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Fig. 1: Kepler’s first law of planetary motion explains that a planet travels in an ellipse with the Sun
at one focus. The ellipse has the set of all points in a plane such that the sum of the distances from

two foci is constant.
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Fig. 2: Kepler’s second law of planetary motion states that a line between the Sun and the planet
sweeps equal areas in equal times. The speed of the planet increases as it nears the Sun and decreases

as it recedes from the Sun.
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